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Mysterious Monsters

There are all sorts of stories of mysterious monsters from around the world. One of the most
famous is of the Bigfoot, a large ape-like creature. About one-third of all claims of Bigfoot
sightings are located in the Pacific Northwest, with the remaining spread throughout the
rest of North America. Thousands of people have claimed to have seen a Bigfoot which is
commonly described as a large, muscular, bipedal ape-like creature, covered in black or
dark red hair. A pungent, foul smelling odour is sometimes associated with reports of the
creature as well.
A similar sighting is the Yeti, a monstrous creature in Himalayan folklore. The entity would
later come to be referred to as the Abominable Snowman in western popular culture.
 One closer to home is The Loch Ness Monster, or Nessie, which is said to inhabit Loch Ness
in the Scottish Highlands. It is often described as large, long-necked, and with one or more
humps protruding from the water. Evidence of its existence is anecdotal, with no hard proof,
only a number of disputed photographs and sonar readings from the depths of the lake.
The loch is big enough that something mysterious could be hidden away.
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Imagine if we got proof that the Loch Ness
Monster turned out to be real. Perhaps
someone took a good quality photo showing
the creature, or we found other good proof.
How do you think people would respond? Do
you think they would be excited to find out
about something new, or would they be
scared of the monster?

Throughout the world there are stories and
legends of both giant ape-like creatures, and
strange human-like beings found in the deep
forests of the wilderness. There is the Bigfoot
and Yeti, and in the north of England there is
the Woodwose. It's a big world out there, do
you think there could be any undiscovered
large creatures in the wild? What do you think
they could be?

Sightings and Legends

DISCUSSION ACTIVITY

Have you ever seen something unusual when
outside somewhere wild, or had a strange
feeling that something was nearby?

Perhaps it could have just been an animal
nearby, or maybe it remains a mystery.
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In Himalayan folklore, the Yeti is a monstrous
creature. The Yeti would later come to be referred to
as the Abominable Snowman in popular culture. The
names Yeti and Meh-Teh are commonly used by the
people indigenous to the Himalayan region, and are
part of their folk beliefs.

In popular culture, a Yeti is an enormous, shaggy
ape-man with huge feet and aggressive sabre-like
teeth. Its fur is either grey or white. It is often
depicted roaming the snowy mountains alone.

In the 1920s Charles Howard-Bury led a British
expedition to Mount Everest. He saw some large
footprints and was told that they belonged to "metoh-
kangmi". This name means "man-bear snow-man".
When the expedition returned, a journalist
interviewed some of the members, creating the start
of the popular Yeti legend.

ABOUT THE STORY

Loch Ness Monster

The Yeti

The Loch Ness Monster, or Nessie, is said to
inhabit Loch Ness in the Scottish Highlands. It is
often described as large, long-necked, and with
one or more humps protruding from the water a
bit like a serpent or a dinasaur. Popular interest
and belief in the creature has varied since it was
brought to worldwide attention in 1933 when an
article about a creature was published in the
Inverness Courier, about a large "beast" or "whale-
like fish".

Scientists consider the Loch Ness Monster to be a
phenomenon that is not real, explaining sightings
as hoaxes and the misidentification of everyday
objects. Perhaps Nessie is just a tyre bobbing in
the water, or maybe it's something more
mysterious. What do you think the Loch Ness
Monster could be?
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QUICK ACTIVITY

Mysterious Monsters
Across
3.Hairy ape in the USA
6.Transforms with the moon
8.Breathes fire
10.Sings to sailors
11.Three headed dog
12.Flies on a broomstick
13.Giant squid

Down
1. Horse with a horn
2. Scottish sea serpent
4. Looks turn you to stone
5. Eats brains
7. Drinks blood
9. Wanders the Himalayas
11. Half man half horse

Across
3.Bigfoot
6.Werewolf
8.Dragon
10.Siren
11.Cerberus
12.Witch
13.Kraken

Down
1. Unicorn
2. Loch Ness Monster
4. Medusa
5. Zombie
7. Vampire
9. Yeti
11. Centaur
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The Mermaid
 

John William Waterhouse, 1900



The Siren
 

John William Waterhouse, 1900



8MAKING ACTIVITY

Model Nessie
Materials:

 
Scissors

Glue
Pens or paints

Collage materials
Shiny decorations
Blue tissue paper

Craft paper

Instructions:
 

Photocopy the templates on the
next page, onto card is best.

 
Collage materials onto the

template and colour in around
them in green or grey. Draw on a
face and add small details. Fold
along the dashed line to make it
stand upright. Add blue tissue

underneath as water.

Ideas:
 

Add flippers if you want a
more whale-like Nessie, or a

wider tail.
You could build a loch for it to
sit in, by using blue papers and
tissues to create a water effect,
then build up green and brown

land around the edge by
scrunching them up and gluing

them on.
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Template



Thank you for taking part in our Tall Tales session!
Write down your thoughts about your experience
taking part here:

Thank you for taking part!

My Thoughts


