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One day in July 1917 nine-year-old Frances Griffiths came back into the house she shared
with her cousin Elsie Wright, 16, and their two families. Her shoes were wet through from
playing in the stream at the bottom of the garden and when her mother demanded to know
why she said: "I go to see the fairies". To support her cousin, Elsie convinced her father to
lend her his camera, saying she would bring back proof of the fairies. 

The images, which were taken on a camera, used coloured paper cut-outs and hat pins to
stage their scenes near the stream at the end of Elsie's garden. The first showed Frances
with four dancing fairies, while the second, taken two months later, showed Elsie with a one-
foot tall dancing gnome.

The images achieved world-wide notoriety and sparked fierce debate. The debate about the
photos raged on for decades until in 1983 Frances and Elsie confessed the photographs had
been faked. Frances Griffiths said: "I never even thought of it being a fraud. It was just Elsie
and I having a bit of fun.''
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Fairies in the Garden

DISCUSSION ACTIVITY

The story of the Cottingley Fairies is of course
a hoax. Frances and Elsie were having a bit of
harmless fun like many children do, and were
using their imagination to play a prank on
their parents.

When you were growing up, did you pretend
there were magical creations around? Did you
imagine a mysterious creature living at the
bottom of your garden?

History is full of sightings of mysterious
monsters and creatures. Can you name some
of them?

A few examples are unicorns, goblins, pixies,
and dragons. There are many examples from
around the world which can be found.

One of the most famous examples of
fairies that people know of is the
Tooth Fairy.

The story states that when children
lose one of their baby teeth, they
should place it underneath their pillow
and the Tooth Fairy will visit while
they sleep, replacing the lost tooth
with a small payment.

Did you leave teeth under your pillow
for the Tooth Fairy, if you did how
much money did you get? What did
you spend it on?
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ABOUT THE STORY

Arthur Conan Doyle

Cottingley

In December 1920 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
unwittingly gave credence to one of the greatest
hoaxes of the 20th Century when he published the
now world-famous Cottingley Fairies photos. Conan
Doyle is most famous as the creator of Sherlock
Holmes, the legendary detective. 

Conan Doyle had several experts look over the
photographs before publishing them in The Strand
magazine in December 1920.

In the accompanying article Conan Doyle said the
images, if proven to be real, would "mark an epoch
in human thought" and argued that "after
carefully going into every possible source of error,
a strong prima facie case has been built up" for
their veracity.
He wrote: "The recognition of their existence will
jolt the material twentieth-century mind out of its
heavy ruts in the mud, and will make it admit that
there is a glamour and a mystery to life.''
 

The pictures were taken in 1917 by 16-year-old Elsie
Wright and her nine-year-old cousin Frances Griffiths
in the village of Cottingley, near Bingley in Yorkshire.

Both Frances and Elsie have since pointed out that
they were not particularly surprised by seeing fairies;
they seemed a natural part of the rural countryside
around the `beck' (stream) at the bottom of the long
garden in Cottingley.

Many stories of fairies have them appearing in the
woods or somewhere rural, and near mushroom fairy
circles. They are described as human in appearance
and having magical powers. Wings, while common in
Victorian and later artworks, are rare in folklore;
fairies flew by magic, or perched on ragwort stems or
the backs of birds.
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Sophie Gengembre Anderson - Take the fair face of woman - A  portrait of a fairy 1869
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Edward Robert Hughes - Midsummer's Eve 1908 c
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10MAKING ACTIVITY

Fairy Mushrooms
Materials:

 
Scissors

Glue
Pens or paints

Small decorations

Instructions:
 

Photocopy the templates on
the next page, onto card is

best.
 

Colour in and decorate the
mushroom, then cut it out,

consider adding sparkles and
small decorations to make it
shine. Decorate, cut out, and

add the fairy to finish.

Ideas:
 

There are extra mushroom
templates on the next page to

add variety.
 

Consider creating a whole
display of these, or even a fairy

ring, with lots of individual
mushrooms added together to

create a forest artwork.
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Thank you for taking part in our first session. Write
down your thoughts about your experience taking part
here:

Thank you for taking part!

My Thoughts




